Gerty regained consciousness at midnight, and was bewildered on finding herself in a hospital ward. Her first action was to burst out crying, and then to refuse to tell the night nurse whether it was because of any acute pain. She sobbed for a long time and alarmed nurse, who warned her that she would make herself weaker still, and that if she did not cease she must send for the doctor. The fear of a visit from the doctor at once frightened her into silence, and she became communicative and told nurse that she was not crying from pain, but because, since her mother's death the previous year, she had acted as housekeeper to her little brother Billy and her father, who would " 'ave to go orf at six in the mornin' to his work without 'is cup of 'ot tea, wot he had had reg'lar " ever since she had held her responsible post; and she added, with hesitation, there was also another reason why she wanted to be at home, but that that she could not tell nurse. Towards daybreak she fell off into a peaceful sleep, and was not awakened till noon, when a member of the visitingstaff saw her, and deemed it advisable to perform a further slight operation.
At tea-time she came to a good deal, and inquired anxiously for her father and Billy. "Bee" writes: I quite agree with " Morganwg " that so much depends on the nurse herself as to her comfort and tho manner in which she is treated by the members of the household as to where she takes her meals, &c. If a nurse conducts herself as she should and takes pleasure in her work, instead of making everything a trouble, she, in return, will generally receive courtesy and respect from all around her. On tho other hand, if the nurse is used to " kitchen company," sho is naturally most at homo there ; but tho poor patient must suffer in such cases. I am sorry to add that occasionally, when working with another nurse, I have been surprised to see the upset in the house, the "airs and graces" and want of thought on the part of the nurse, where self is always first and the suffering of the patient only a secondary consideration ; but these nurses are, I am sure, in the minority, for they are a disgrace to their profession. ocl 21'S' are sometimes too short considering the work that has to be (lone.
Where I was we never got more than twenty minutes for dressing, and were bound to be back in that' time, in order to let the first assistants go. We also did all the treatment, as well as taking temperatures, and I feel sure that when we sat down, and did "next to nothing," we did not feel any the less our sense of responsibility. Of course, if anything went wrong, the charge nurse, and not the assistants, would have to take the blame.
"A Londoner in the North" writes: It seems to me that "Credenda," in her letter, is airing her own feelings about certain charge nurses through the medium of your valuable paper. Her assertions are very sweeping and absurd in the extreme, and it is strange that she has remained so long under a Board which employs charge nurses whom she accuses of neglecting their duties wholesale. 
